
Abstract. In modern day Brazil, new media initiatives centred in local communities are 
attempting to change the face of mainstream ideas about favelas and their inhabitants. 
One of these initiatives is Viva Favela which is ideologically and physically supported by 
the NGO Viva Rio that is based in Rio de Janeiro. This non-government organisation runs 
projects that provide favela residents with skills to take, edit and print their own 
(photo)journalism contents that enable a community-based framing and documentation of 
favela life, personalities and issues. The NGO furthermore has developed a range of 
public venues for displaying these works of (photo)journalism, thus minimising the 
invisibility that favela dwellers feel in Brazilian political life. This paper takes a discursive 
and ethnographic approach to investigating how community media might contribute with 
the aims of empowering people and supporting deliberation 
favelas.  
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